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How is angling changing? 
 
 
Angling is a popular activity contributing to the economy of rural areas, 
and the well-being of society. But how many people in England and Wales 
are interested in angling? Do teenagers still want to catch real fish ?  
 

Over the past decade, annual sales of Environment Agency rod licences 
for England and Wales have increased by 35 percent, from 1.09 million in 
2000/1 to 1.47 million in 2009/10.  Does this reflect an increase in the 
number of anglers or are more anglers buying licences? More importantly, 
what is the potential to increase the number of anglers and licence sales 
in the future ? What do potential anglers need to encourage them to fish? 
 
This, the latest of our ‘Public Attitudes to Angling’ surveys, helps to answer 
these questions to guide those involved in developing and improving 
angling and our fisheries. 
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Executive Summary 
 
Objectives 
 
The survey was designed to: 
 
• Assess the public’s attitude toward angling, including young people as determined by the reaction to a 

number of statements about angling; 
• Assess the levels of participation in freshwater and sea angling; 
• Explore the interest amongst non-anglers of participating in the sport at some future date; 
• Determine the factors that would encourage potential anglers, especially youngsters to take up the 

sport;  
• Determine awareness of events or schemes where the public can learn to fish; and 
• Compare results with those from previous surveys in 1997, 2001 and 2005. 
 
Survey method 
 
• The data were collected by means of face to face interviews amongst representative samples of adults 

within England and Wales aged 15yrs+ and young people aged 12-16 years. 
• 2304 people were interviewed, of which 408 were aged 12-16 years. 
• The survey and data analysis were designed to provide results representative of the population in 

terms of gender, age, social grade and region. 
 

 In the following section the equivalent findings for 2005 are presented in brackets.  
 
Attitudes to angling 
 
• In 2010 most people still viewed angling positively:  74% (71%) agreed with the statement that ‘Angling 

is an acceptable pastime’, while only 7% (8%) disagreed. In 2010 attitudes toward angling were 
significantly more positive than in 2005.  

• The largest proportion of people, 64% (66%) still believed that “Angling activity suggests that the water 
quality of the river or lake is good”. Only 7% (8%) disagreed with this statement. Results in 2010 were 
not significantly different to those recorded in 2005. 

• 51% (53%) agreed with the statement that ‘Anglers care for the environment’; 9% (14%) disagreed. 
There had been a significant change between 2005 and 2010, in particular a decline in those who 
disagreed, showing that perceptions have become more positive. 

• 61% (58%) agreed with the statement that ‘Angling fits in well with other activities such as walking and 
cycling’; 16% (16%) disagreed. Attitudes toward this statement were significantly more positive than in 
2005, due mainly to an increase in the proportion who agreed strongly with this statement. 

• With regard to the statement ‘Angling is a cruel pastime’. 20% (24%) agreed, while 52% (47%) 
disagreed and 26% (26%) neither agreed nor disagreed. The change between 2005 and 2010 was 
significant. Thus in 2010 angling was less likely to be seen as cruel. 

• Males were more likely to be positive about angling in general than females, which is perhaps related 
to the higher involvement and interest in angling amongst males. 

• Young people (12-16 year olds) are also still positive about angling in general, though likely to be less 
positive than adults. Perceptions of angling as an ‘OK thing to do’ were more positive in 2010 than 
2005. 

 
Overall participation in angling 
 
• 13% of the population over 12 years said they had been fishing (freshwater and/or sea) in the last 2 

years (6.1 million people). 
• 9% of the population over 12 years (4.2 million people) said they had been fishing (freshwater and/or 

sea) in the last year. 
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Participation and interest in freshwater angling 
 
• The 2010 survey indicates that 9% of the population within England and Wales (4.2 million) have been 

freshwater fishing in the last 2 years. It is possible that there has been an increase in the proportion of 
current anglers in the population since 2005 (8%, 3.6 million) but if so, the increase was not large 
enough to be detected given this survey’s sample size.   

• The structure of the angling market has changed significantly over the 2001, 2005 and 2010 surveys 
due mainly to an increasing proportion of potential anglers in both the overall market and the youth 
market. Although there is no direct link it is possible that the recent terrestrial TV fishing programme 
“Extreme Fishing” may have had a positive impact on interest in going fishing.  

• The more positive attitudes to angling and the increasing proportion of potential anglers particularly in 
the urban areas such as London suggest there is opportunity to grow the current angling market.   

• 7% (6%) of the population, 3.3 million are recent anglers i.e. have been freshwater fishing within the 
last year. Although there was no significant difference between the 2005 and 2010 data this doesn’t 
mean that the proportion hasn’t increased, just that given the sample sizes, any differences are within 
the precision of the estimates. 

• 11% (12%) of the population, 4.9 million are lapsed anglers i.e. have been fishing in the last 10 years 
but not in the last 2 years.  

• Thus 20% of the population, 9.1 million people, had been fishing in the last 10 years. 
• 12% (10%) of the population, 5.6 million people, were interested in going fishing in the future, even 

though they had not been freshwater fishing in the last 2 years. Of the potential anglers, 67% were 
new potential anglers (i.e. had not been fishing in the last 10 years), whilst 33% were lapsed anglers. 

• So, in total, 21% of the population, 9.8 million people, were either current or potential freshwater 
anglers. 79% of the population showed no interest in going freshwater fishing. 

• Amongst those aged 12 to 16 years, the proportions who currently fished or had an interest in doing so 
were even greater: 22% (19%) had been freshwater fishing in the last two years, and another 23% 
(20%) were interested in going fishing in future. Therefore, in this age band, 45% (39%) had an interest 
in freshwater fishing. This suggests that there is a high level of unsatisfied demand and thus potential 
for the future development of the youth market.  

• 8% of those interested in fishing in the future were aware of an event or scheme where they could 
learn to fish. As the proportion of anglers in 2010 was not significantly different to that in 2005, the 
study provides no clear evidence that angling events have affected the proportion of people who go 
fishing. Although the promotion of angling events has clearly had some impact in terms of generating 
awareness, there is still considerable opportunity to reach more people with an interest in fishing.  

• As many angling events are attended by those under 12 years this will not tap into the considerable 
potential within the current 12-16 year age group. It is recommended that event promotion should be 
targeted at this 12+ age group as they are required to have a junior licence and thus ongoing 
participation will result in increased licence revenue. Encouraging the event attendees to go fishing 
again is essential to expanding the number of current anglers, and as such the Environment Agency 
should support ways of achieving this, for example by regular trips arranged through Scouts, Guides, 
youth clubs or angling clubs, perhaps with on-going tuition. 

• The number of people who said they had been freshwater fishing in the last year is greatly in excess of 
the 1.3 million who bought a licence in 2009. In fact only 1/3 of recent anglers appear to have bought a 
licence in the last year. Possible reasons for the discrepancy include: 
(i)  high evasion levels amongst anglers who fish infrequently; and  
(ii) ‘going fishing’ might mean accompanying an angler rather than personally fishing. 

• The current anglers were predominantly male 76% (71%), with a relatively high proportion of anglers 
aged 12-24 years and a lower proportion of 55+year olds compared to the total sample of the 
population.  

• Compared to the profile of rod licence holders, recent anglers had a greater proportion of females, a 
younger age profile and greater proportions of people in London, the South West and Wales. These 
demographic differences may relate to the reasons set out in the bullet point above concerning licence 
evasion and accompanying another angler. 

• The potential anglers had a higher proportion of females, and a younger age profile than the current 
anglers i.e. a higher proportion of 25-34 year olds and fewer 55+ year olds, suggesting that there is 
opportunity to grow the female and youth market as well as the core adult male market. 

• The proportion of freshwater anglers living in London (9%) was lower than the proportion of the 
population in this region (14%), however the proportion of potential anglers was relatively high at 24%, 
suggesting there is opportunity to grow the market in this region, as long as sufficient suitable local 
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fishing sites are available. Organising fishing events in urban areas such as London could help tap into 
the potential angling market, however to be successful fishing sites need to be sourced that are local 
and contain good fish stocks. 

• People who were not current anglers but had expressed some interest in going fishing were asked 
what factors would encourage them to go fishing. The primary factor, as in previous studies, was 
‘having someone to go with’ (lapsed anglers 45%, potential new anglers 35%). In 2010, those who 
gave this reason were asked which of three statements best described why they would like someone 
to go with. The social side of fishing was emphasised (“for company”) and, for new anglers, so was 
having someone to show them how to fish. This again highlights the need to instruct new anglers. 

• Awareness and availability of local places to fish was another key factor, particularly to the lapsed 
anglers. Having places where you can take children was also still important. For potential new anglers, 
information on how to fish was crucial (21%).  

• The ability to borrow or hire tackle was important to 19% of the lapsed anglers whilst 14% of the 
potential new anglers needed information on equipment. Licence prices appeared less of an issue in 
2010 compared to 2005. The junior licence price has been held at £5 since 2001. 

• Greater appreciation and involvement in angling amongst the public was of more importance to the 
lapsed youth sample (19%), than the adults (8%), perhaps reflecting the greater inexperience of the 
younger anglers and the need to be associated with a credible activity. More fish in the rivers was also 
key to the young lapsed anglers (24%) (adults 14%), reflecting the greater importance to the younger 
less experienced angler of catching fish on each trip.  

• Since 2005 the Environment Agency has improved the availability of information on where to fish by 
sending local angling guides to licence holders and making them available in tackle shops. The data 
confirm this information is important in order to encourage lapsed anglers to fish again.  

• Wider promotion of places to fish targeted at potential anglers is suggested. For example through 
articles within national or local press, which may provide details of how to send for or access the 
angling guide on line. 

 
Sea angling participation 
 
• 4% (5%) of the population over 12 said they had been sea fishing in the last year (1.9 million people). 

This compares to the Drew Associates estimate of 1.5 million for all ages in 2003. 
• 6% (7%) of the population over 12 said they had been sea fishing in the last 2 years (2.8 million 

people).  
• Of the 3.3 million people who had been freshwater fishing in the past year, 28% (940,000) had also 

been sea fishing in the past year. 
• 940,000 people had been sea fishing in the past year but not freshwater fishing. 
• Compared to the 2005 survey, significantly more sea anglers had also fished in freshwater, and fewer 

only in the sea in 2010. 
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1. Introduction 
 
The Environment Agency monitored the general public’s attitudes toward angling. An omnibus study was 
conducted in 1997, which assessed the public’s attitudes toward angling. A small sample of 12-14 year 
olds was included within the overall survey to enable some analysis of the attitudes of young people. 
Further omnibus studies were also conducted in 2001 and 2005, amongst the general public aged 12+yrs 
in England and Wales. Where similar questions were asked, the data from the 1997, 2001 and 2005 
surveys are used within this report to monitor change in angling activity and perceptions of angling. 
 
 

2. Objectives 
 
The overall objectives of the survey were to: 
assess attitudes toward angling in England and Wales, of the general public and of young people in 

particular;  
determine whether attitudes differ amongst different sectors of the population; 
determine if attitudes are changing over time. 
 
Specific Objectives 
 
To assess: 
the public’s attitude toward angling, including attitudes of young people as determined by the reaction to a 

number of statements about angling; 
the levels of participation in freshwater and sea angling 
the interest amongst non-anglers of participating in the sport at some future date; 
the factors that would encourage potential anglers, including youngsters to take up the sport; 
awareness of events or schemes where the public can learn to fish; 
and 
to compare results with those from previous surveys and draw attention to any changes. 
 
 

3. Method and Sample 
 
The data were collected by means of face to face omnibus studies. 1 
 
2 omnibus studies were utilised: 
 
2000 adult omnibus  - over 1 week 
Youth omnibus   - over 4 weeks 
 

                                                      
1 An omnibus survey is a quantitative survey – in other words it is concerned with interviewing a large and 
representative sample of people, with a view to extrapolating the results to represent the whole population.  
 
An omnibus survey is conducted to a set timetable and takes place regularly throughout the year – typically 
on a weekly basis. Data collection is conducted either face-to-face in the respondents’ homes, over the 
telephone or via the web. 
 
An omnibus survey allows you to share the costs of research by having several clients on a survey. All the 
questions for a given wave are then put to a representative sample, as part of a single questionnaire. 
Results are processed in such a way as to ensure that each party only sees their own data. 
BMRB Website 2005 
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Interviews were conducted between 14th January and 18th February 2010. 2304 people were interviewed in 
total, 408 of whom where aged 12-16yrs. 
 
Data were collected from sampling points within England and Wales, to be compatible with the 
Environment Agency’s area. 
 
Both the youth and adult samples were designed and subsequently weighted to be representative of the 
population in England and Wales, in terms of gender, age, social grade and region. A rim weighting 
technique was used in which target profiles are set for eight separate demographic variables. The 
computer system then allocates a weight to each individual such that the overall composition of the sample 
is balanced in terms of the targets set. 2 
 
Those aged 15+ were included within the adult sample, whilst the youth data were collected from 12-16 
year olds.  
 
The questions for the youth omnibus were worded to ensure the younger age groups could easily 
understand them. The meanings were however intended to be the same as for the adult questions. 
 
Data from the youth and adult omnibus studies were added and appropriately weighted to give results for a 
population aged 12 years and over. These combined results together with the data from the youth omnibus 
are included within this report.  
 
All the results and sample totals shown within the report are based on weighted data. 
 
Significance tests have been conducted on independent proportions within the 2010 data using t-tests. 
Chi-squared tests have been conducted to test for differences between data from this survey and those 
from previous years.  
 
Statistical precision of results 
 
For those results presented as percentages, the precision depends on both the size of the percentage and 
the sample size or base. For the youth sample and the 2010 overall sample, the 95% confidence intervals 
vary as shown in the tables on the following page: 
 

                                                      
2 Rim weighting is a method of applying a weight factor to an analysis that is based on target values of a 
number of single response variables. Given a list of variables and associated target counts (or target 
proportions), the Rim Weight programme generates a new weight variable for the survey.  
Snap Surveys Website 2005 
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Youth sample: 408         Overall sample: 2304 
 

  
Estimate of Proportion 
(%) 

95% Conf 
intervals +/- 

1% 1.0% 

5% 2.1% 

6% 2.3% 

7% 2.5% 

8% 2.6% 

9% 2.8% 

10% 2.9% 

20% 3.9% 

30% 4.4% 

40% 4.8% 

50% 4.9% 

60% 4.8% 
70% 4.4% 

80% 3.9% 

90% 2.9% 

95% 2.1% 

99% 1.0% 

 
  
 
 

Estimate of Proportion 
p' (%) 

95% Conf 
intervals +/- 

1% 0.4% 

5% 0.9% 

6% 1.0% 

7% 1.0% 

8% 1.1% 

9% 1.2% 

10% 1.2% 

20% 1.6% 

30% 1.9% 

40% 2.0% 

50% 2.0% 

60% 2.0% 

70% 1.9% 

80% 1.6% 

90% 1.2% 

95% 0.9% 

99% 0.4% 
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4. Main Findings 
 
4.1 Attitudes Towards Angling 
 
Figure 1 - Attitudes towards angling 

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

Is an 
acceptable 
pastime

Suggests  the 
quality of the 
river or lake is 

good

Anglers care 
for the 

environment

Fits in well 
with activities 

such as 
boating and 
walking or 
cycling along 
the riverbank

Angling is a 
cruel pastime

Agree strongly

Agree slightly

Neither agree nor disagree

Disagree slightly

Disagree strongly

 
(Base: 2304 total sample, 12-65 yr olds) 
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Table 1 - Angling is an acceptable pastime 

Angling is an acceptable 
pastime 

Base   Agree  
Strongly

Agree  
Slightly 

Neither 
Agree  
nor 
Disagree

Disagree 
Slightly 

Disagree 
Strongly 

D/K Mean 
Score 

2010 - 12-65+yrs 2304 % 40 34 17 4 3 2 4.05
2005 - 12-65+yrs 2258 % 35 36 19 5 3 2 3.96
2001 - 12-65+yrs 2254 % 41 32 16 5 5 1 4.01
1997 - 12-65+yrs 2058 % 36 39 11 7 5 2 3.94

Angling is an OK thing to do 
  

2010 - Youth Data 12-16yrs 408 % 26 34 22 8 7 2 3.65
2005 - Youth Data 12-16yrs 419 % 22 28 32 11 7 1 3.47
2001 - Youth Data 12-16yrs  398 % 23 35 24 10 6 2 3.59
 
The majority of the 2010 sample believed that angling is an acceptable pastime (74%).  Only 7% of the 
sample disagreed with this statement and thus did not feel that angling is an acceptable pastime. 
 
There was a more positive attitude to angling in 2010 compared to the survey in 2005. A chi squared test 
shows the change to be significant (Chi-sq =11.89, DF = 5, P-value = 0.036).  A greater proportion of 
respondents agreed strongly that angling is an acceptable pastime in 2010. 
 
60% of the youth sample (12-16yrs) agreed that angling was an “OK thing to do”, although the level of 
agreement was not as high as for the overall sample. Again the attitudes towards angling were significantly 
more positive than in 2005 (Chi-Sq = 15.089, DF = 5, P-Value = 0.010). This reverses the change that had 
occurred from 2001 to 2005. 
 
(It is possible that the statement “angling is an OK thing to do” could be interpreted as ethically acceptable 
or acceptable in the sense of being “in fashion”.) 
 

Table 2 – Angling activity suggests that the quality of the river or lake is good 

 
 
In 2010 the largest proportion of respondents agreed that angling activity suggests that the quality of the 
river or lake is good (64%), compared to 66% in 2005.  A high proportion of the sample continued to 
neither agree nor disagree, whilst the proportion who disagreed slowly continued to decline.  A chi-squared 
test shows no difference between the 2010 and 2005 results, chi-sq = 5.8, DF = 5, P-value = 0.33. 
 
As for the previous statement the youth sample were more likely to agree than disagree with this statement 
(42% agreed, 25% disagreed). The greatest proportion of those agreeing fell into the agree slightly 
category. A substantial proportion neither agreed nor disagreed. The proportion who were undecided 

Angling activity suggests that 
the quality of the river or lake is 
good 

Base   Agree  
Strongly 

Agree  
Slightly 

Neither 
Agree  
nor 
Disagree

Disagree  
Slightly 

Disagree  
Strongly 

D/K Mean  
Score 

2010 - 12-65+yrs  2304 % 31 33 24 5 2 4 3.90 
2005 - 12-65+yrs 2258 % 30 36 23 6 2 3 3.90 
2001 - 12-65+yrs 2254 % 34 30 22 8 4 2 3.84 
1997 - 12-65+yrs 2058 % 33 37 13 8 3 6 3.94 

If you see someone angling you would think the water in the river or lake is clean 

2010 - Youth Data 12-16yrs 408 % 14 28 29 16 9 3 3.22 
2005 - Youth Data 12-16yrs 419 % 11 25 34 18 8 3 3.13 
2001 - Youth Data 12-16yrs  398 % 13 29 27 19 9 3 3.19 
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appeared to have decreased since 2005 returning to results more similar to those recorded in 2001. As in 
previous years the youth sample did however appear more likely to disagree than the overall sample. 
 
A chi-squared test showed no difference between the youth 2005 and 2010 data. (Chi-Sq = 4.345, DF = 5, 
P-Value = 0.501) 
 

Table 3 – Anglers care for the environment 

 
 
51% of the overall sample agreed that anglers care for the environment, whilst only 9% disagreed with this 
statement. 35% of the sample however neither agreed nor disagreed. 
 
A chi-squared test shows a significant change between the 2010 and 2005 surveys (Chi-sq = 31.90, DF = 
5, P-value < 0.001). In particular, the proportion of people who disagreed that anglers care for the 
environment had declined (2010 9%, 2005 14%). Also a greater proportion neither agreed nor disagreed in 
2010 than in 2005 (2010 35%, 2005 30%). Thus perceptions that anglers care for the environment have 
become more positive. 
 
On the whole the youth sample was more likely to agree than disagree with this statement, however as for 
previous statements the level of disagreement was higher than for the overall sample (23%). A chi-squared 
test showed that differences between the youth 2005 and 2010 data were not significant at the 95% level. 
(Chi-Sq = 7.250, DF = 5, P-Value = 0.203) 

Anglers care for the environment Base   Agree  
Strongly 

Agree 
Slightly

Neither 
Agree  
nor 
Disagree 

Disagree 
Slightly 

Disagree  
Strongly 

D/K Mean 
Score 

2010 - 12-65+yrs 2304 % 19 32 35 7 2 4 3.60
2005 - 12-65+yrs 2258 % 18 35 30 10 4 3 3.56
2001 - 12-65+yrs 2254 % 18 28 34 12 6 2 3.41
1997 - 12-65+yrs 2058 % 20 34 22 13 5 6 3.54

Anglers care for the environment  

2010 -Youth Data 12-16yrs 408 % 14 23 36 16 7 4 3.22
2005 -Youth Data 12-16yrs 419 % 9 27 38 15 8 2 3.15
2001 -Youth Data 12-16yrs  398 % 14 23 32 19 7 5 3.18
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Table 4 – Angling fits in well with other activities such as boating and walking or cycling along the 
riverbank  

Angling fits in well with other 
activities such as boating and 
walking or cycling along the river 
bank 

Base   Agree  
Strongly

Agree  
Slightly 

Neither 
Agree  
nor 
Disagree

Disagree  
Slightly 

Disagree  
Strongly 

D/K Mean  
Score 

2010 -12-65+yrs 2304 % 27 34 22 11 5 2 3.69 
2005 -12-65+yrs 2258 % 21 37 24 11 5 2 3.59 
2001 -12-65+yrs 2254 % 22 32 21 14 9 1 3.46 
1997 -12-65+yrs 2058 % 20 38 13 16 9 3 3.48 

Angling goes well with things like boating and walking or cycling along the river bank 

2010 -Youth Data 12-16yrs 408 % 21 37 24 9 6 2 3.60 
2005 -Youth Data 12-16yrs 419 % 18 32 31 11 6 2 3.45 
2001 -Youth Data 12-16yrs  398 % 15 34 24 17 7 3 3.34 
 
61% of the sample agreed that angling fits in well with other activities such as boating, walking and cycling 
along the riverbank, which is greater than the 58% recorded in 2005. In fact the proportion who strongly 
agreed had increased substantially from 21% in 2005 to 27% in 2010. 16% disagreed with this statement, 
which is similar to that recorded in 2005. The overall level of agreement increased from 2005 with the 
mean score being the highest recorded showing a more positive response overall.  
 
A chi-squared test shows change between the 2010 and 2005 results to be significant, due mainly to the 
greater proportion of the sample who agreed strongly that angling fits in well with other activities in 2010. 
(Chi-sq = 20.38, DF = 5, P-value = 0.001) 
 
58% of the youth market agreed with the statement, compared to 50% in 2005. 15% disagreed with this 
statement. A chi-squared test showed that differences between the youth 2005 and 2010 data were not 
significant at the 95% level (Chi-Sq = 7.839, DF = 5, P-Value = 0.165).  
 
The response to this statement amongst the 12-16yr olds is actually more in line with that for the overall 
sample than for other statements discussed previously.  
 
 

Table 5 – Angling is a cruel pastime 

 
As in earlier surveys, the majority of respondents in 2010 did not feel that angling was a cruel pastime. 
52% actually disagreed with the statement. Since 2005, fewer agreed and more disagreed that angling 
was a cruel pastime. A chi-squared test shows the change from 2005 to 2010 to be significant, chi-sq = 

Angling is a cruel pastime Base  Agree  
Strongly

Agree 
Slightly

Neither 
Agree  
nor 
Disagree 

Disagree 
Slightly 

Disagree  
Strongly 

D/K Mean 
Score 

2010 -12-65+yrs 2304 % 5 15 26 25 27 2 2.47 
2005 -12-65+yrs  2258 % 6 18 26 23 24 2 2.58 
2001 -12-65+yrs 2254 % 8 16 24 23 29 1 2.5 
1997 -12-65+yrs 2058 % 11 16 18 31 21 3 2.65 

Angling is cruel  

2010 - Youth Data 12-16yrs 408 % 10 18 27 25 19 2 2.75 
2005 - Youth Data 12-16yrs 419 % 10 24 27 21 15 1 2.93 
2001 - Youth Data 12-16yrs  398 % 10 21 27 21 20 2 2.8 
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11.69, DF = 5, P-value = 0.039, suggesting that views toward angling are again more positive in 2010 
compared to 2005.  
 
On balance the results show a reduction over time in the proportion who feel angling is cruel, despite a 
slight deviation from this pattern in 2005, when results were a little less positive than the previous year. 
 
The youth sample appeared more likely than the overall sample to believe angling is a cruel pastime (28% 
agreed, 44% disagreed). A chi-squared test showed no difference between the youth 2005 and 2010 data 
(Chi-Sq = 6.369, DF = 5, P-Value = 0.27). 
 
Age: 
 
The 35 and over age groups were generally more likely than the younger age groups to agree that “anglers 
care for the environment”, “angling activity suggests the quality of the river or lake is good”, and “angling is 
an acceptable pastime”. 
 
Gender: 
Males were significantly more likely than females at the 95% level to agree that “angling is an acceptable 
pastime”, “angling activity suggests the quality of the river or lake is good”,  “anglers care for the 
environment”, “angling activity fits well with other activities such as boating, walking or cycling along the 
riverbank”. They were however significantly less likely (at the 95% level) to agree that angling is a cruel 
pastime. 
 
Regions: 
In 2010 the response to “angling is an acceptable pastime” was more positive in East Anglia than 
elsewhere, whilst those in the North were more likely than those in several other regions to agree that 
angling activity suggests the quality of the river or lake is good. Results in East Anglia and the North 
showed the greatest level of agreement with “angling activity fits well with other activities such as boating, 
walking or cycling along the riverbank”. There was also a higher level of agreement in Wales than several 
other regions with “anglers care for the environment”. 
 
It appeared that views in London were less positive than in some other regions. This may be due at least in 
part to there being less opportunity to fish in the urban environment of London.  
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4.2  Freshwater Angling Participation Within England and Wales (Current Anglers) 
 
The 2010 survey indicates that 9% of the population within England and Wales have been freshwater 
fishing in the last 2 years. The 95% confidence intervals about this estimate are just over 1% either way. 
 
This result is in line with that recorded in 2005 (8%), 2001 (9%) and 1997 (9%). The differences between 
the results for 2010, 2005 and 2001 were not significant (Chi square = 0.642, DF =2, P-value = 0.725). It is 
possible that there has been an increase in the proportion of current anglers in the population but if so, the 
increase was not large enough to be detected given this survey’s sample size.   
 
Based on a population aged 12 and over in England and Wales of 46,848,868* the number of people aged 
12 and over who have been freshwater fishing in the last 2 years is estimated to be 4.2 million. This 
compares to 3.6 million identified in the 2005 study, based on a 2004 mid year population estimate of 
45,508,517** and 3.9 million in 2001 based on a population of 44,254,462***.  
 
The UK population aged 12 years and over grew by 6% between 2001 and 2008, and by 3% between 
2004 and 2008. Thus even if the proportion of the population who go fishing hasn’t changed, the number of 
anglers in 2010 will be greater because the population has increased.   
 
It is stressed that given their precision, the estimates of the number of anglers should be used with caution. 
A much larger survey would be required to check whether the number of current anglers has actually 
changed over the last decade. 
 
(* Source - Office of National Statistics – 2008 mid year population estimate) 
(**Source – Office of National Statistics – 2004 mid year population estimate) 
(***Source – Office of National Statistics – 2001 Census) 
 
 
Figure 2 - Profile of current anglers 
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Table 6 – Demographic profile of freshwater anglers 
  Total  

Omnibus  
Sample 

Those who have been  
freshwater fishing in the last 2 years 

 
PROFILE OF 
ANGLERS 

2010  
12-65+ yrs 

2010 
12-65+yrs 

2005  
12-65+ yrs 

2001 
12-65+ yrs 

1997  
12-65+ yrs 

Base 2304 205 188 201 520 
Gender % % % % % 
Male 49 76 71 80 77 
Female 51 24 29 20 23 
12-14yrs  4 11 13 11 8 

15-24yrs 16 24 23 25 29 
25-34yrs 15 11 16 14 24 
35-44yrs 17 19 18 18 19 
45-54yrs 16 16 16 15 9 
55-64yrs 14 11 7 6 6 
65+yrs 19 8 6 10 5 
AB 27 25 26 23 17 
C1 29 26 28 24 22 
C2 21 23 23 28 29 
DE 23 26 22 25 33 
 
It can be seen from the table above that the profile of those who said they had been freshwater fishing in 
the last 2 years is predominantly male, with a higher proportion of 12-24 year olds and fewer 55+ year olds 
compared to the total sample profile. The 2010 and 2005 profiles of those who have fished in the last 2 
years are broadly similar. 
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Table 7 – Regional profile of anglers 
 Total  

Omnibus  
Sample 

Those who have been  
freshwater fishing in the last 2 years 

 

Region of Residence 2010  
12-65+yrs 

2010        
12-65+yrs   

 

2005 
12-65+yrs 

2001 
12-65+yrs 

1997        
12-65+yrs 

Base 2304 205 188 201 520 

  % % % % % 
London  14 9 9 13 13 
South East 21 26 27 23 21 
South West 10 16 9 11 9 
Wales 6 9 3 6 4 
East Anglia  4 6 9 6 5 
East Midlands  8 7 7 9 10 
West Midlands 10 9 15 7 13 
Yorks/Humber 10 4 7 9 9 
North West 12 11 9 11 13 
North 6 4 5 6 3 

 
As found in previous years the highest proportion of anglers are based in the South East in line with the 
total population distribution. The lowest proportions of anglers were found in Yorkshire and Humber and 
the North. The proportion of anglers in the South West was significantly greater than in 2005 (at the 99% 
level) and relatively high compared to the proportion of the population in this region (significant difference 
at the 95% level). The proportion of anglers in Wales in 2010 was significantly higher (95% level) than the 
proportion in 2005 and in fact higher than the proportion of the population in this region. London and 
Yorkshire and Humber had significantly fewer anglers (95% level) than could be expected given the 
population figures for these urban regions. 
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Profile of Youth Anglers (i.e. those who have been freshwater fishing in England and Wales in the 
last 2 years.) 
 
22% of the youth sample had been freshwater fishing in the last 2 years. This compares to 19% recorded 
in 2005 and 21% recorded in 2001, but the increase from earlier surveys is not statistically significant (Chi-
Sq = 0.801, DF = 2, P-Value = 0.670). 
 

Table 8 – Profile of youth anglers 

 Total  
Omnibus  
Sample 

2010 Youth  
12-16yrs (Those who 
had been fishing in 

the last 2 years) 

2005 Youth  
12-16yrs (Those who 
had been fishing in 

the last 2 years) 

2001 Youth  
12-16yrs (Those who 

had been fishing in the 
last 2 years) 

Base 408 88 81 85 

Gender % % % % 

Male 51 73 74 73 
Female 49 27 26 27 

Age 

12-14 59 66 72 61 
15-16 41 34 28 38 

Social grade  

AB 26 22 19 22 
C1 29 29 25 26 
C2 20 22 22 28 
DE 25 26 35 23 

Region of Residence 
London 17 8 4 4 
South East 21 17 24 35 
South West 11 13 7 10 
Wales 6 9 5 11 
East Anglia 4 7 7 9 
East Midlands 8 9 16 4 
West Midlands 10 10 14 7 
Yorks/Humber 9 10 6 7 
North West 11 14 11 7 
North 5 2 6 5 

 
The young anglers were again predominantly male, but otherwise broadly matched the population profile 
for the relevant age group and the profile identified in 2005.  
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4.3 Recent Freshwater Anglers 
 
In 2010, as in 2005, an additional question was included within the study to determine the proportion of the 
population who were recent freshwater anglers’, that is they had been freshwater fishing in the last year. 
 
While 9% of the total sample had fished in the last 2 years, 7% of the total sample were recent freshwater 
anglers. The proportion was not significantly different to the 6% recorded in 2005 (Chi-squared = 0.545, 
DF=1, P=0.46). This doesn’t mean that the proportion hasn’t increased, just that given the sample size, 
any differences are within the precision of the estimate. The 95% confidence limits are +/-1% of the 
estimate. 
 
Based on an England and Wales 12+ population of 46,848,868 the 2010 data suggests that 3.3 million 
people had been freshwater fishing in the last year. The number of anglers suggested in the study is 
considerably greater than sales of Environment Agency Rod Licences in any one year (approx. 1.3 million). 
 
Given changes to the population size, the latest estimate of the number of people who have been 
freshwater fishing in the last year has increased from 2.7million in 2005 (based on a population of 
45,508,517). But the 95% confidence intervals about both estimates are about half a million each way so 
we cannot be certain that the number of recent freshwater anglers has in fact increased.  
 
76% of current anglers i.e. those who had fished in the last 2 years had also fished in the last year (2005 
72%).  
 
Compared to the profile of all rod licence holders, the profile of those who had been freshwater fishing  
within the last year had a significantly greater proportion of females (99% level), a significantly greater 
proportion of 12-24yr olds (99% level) and significantly fewer people aged 55 and over (95% level). These 
findings could suggest that a proportion of those who have been freshwater fishing in the last 2 years may 
possibly have accompanied an angler rather than gone fishing in their own right as a licence holder, 
particularly the females, but also the younger age groups. Licence evasion may also be higher amongst 
these 2 groups as they are more likely to be novices or infrequent anglers. 
 

Table 9 – Demographic profile of recent anglers 

 Total  
Omnibus  
Sample 

Those who have been fishing 
in the last year 

All rod licence  
holders 

 

PROFILE OF ANGLERS 2010 
12-65+yrs 

2010        
12-65+yrs 

2005 
12-65+yrs 

2006 

Base 2304 155 136  

Gender % % % % 

Male 49 77 69 95 
Female 51 23 31 5 

12-24yrs 20 35 33 21 
25-34yrs 15 10 18 15 
35-44yrs 17 18 20 20 
45-54yrs 16 19 17 18 
55-64yrs 14 9 6 15 
65yrs 19 9 6 11 

AB 27 26 24 - 
C1 29 24 26 - 
C2 21 22 26 - 
DE 23 27 23 - 
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NB: Rod licence holders’ data for age and gender is based on an analysis of the rod licence holders’ 
database in January 2006*. As the younger age groups within data from the rod licence holders’ database 
(i.e.12-16yrs and 17-24yrs) are not directly comparable with the younger age groups within this study, the 
2 younger age groups have been combined to enable comparisons. There is no available rod licence 
holders’ data for social grade. 
 
(*source: Radford, A., Riddington, G., and Gibson, H. (2007): Economic evaluation of inland fisheries: the 
economic impact of freshwater angling in England & Wales. Science Report - SC050026/SR2. Product 
Code SCHO1207BNNW-E-P. Environment Agency, Bristol, 165pp) 
 
The profile of anglers who had been freshwater fishing in the last year was broadly similar in 2010 to that 
recorded in 2005.  It was also very similar to the profile of those who had fished in the last 2 years. 
 

Table 10 – Regional profile of recent anglers 

 Recent 
Anglers 

Total  
Omnibus  
Sample 

Rod licence 
holders 

Region of Residence 2010        
12-65+yrs 

2010  
12-65+yrs 

2006 

Base 155 2304  

  % % % 
London  8 14 4 
South East/East Anglia 29 25 29 
South West 17 10 9 
Wales 10 6 5 
East Midlands  6 8 11 
West Midlands 10 10 14 
Yorks/Humber 5 10 12 
North West/North 16 18 16 
 
The omnibus study data are grouped into standard regions, whilst the rod licence holders’ data are in 
Government Office regions. Standard and Government Office regions vary in that the standard region 
North includes part of the North West Government Office region. The East of England Government Office 
region includes the East Anglia standard region and part of the South East Standard region. In order to 
compare the rod licence holders data to the omnibus data the South East and East Anglian regions have 
been combined, as have the North and North West regions.  
 
The distribution of recent anglers as identified by the omnibus study did not match the distribution of rod 
licence holders. There were greater proportions of recent anglers compared to rod licence holders in 
London, the South West and Wales.  There were smaller proportions of recent anglers than licence holders 
in the East Midlands and Yorkshire and Humber. These differences may be due to a number of factors 
such as: a change in the regional distribution of licence holders since 2006, or differing rates of licence 
evasion by region.  
 
Recent Youth Anglers 
 
16% of the total sample of 12-16yr olds had fished in the last year, compared to 14% in the 2005 survey. 
This apparent increase in recent youth anglers was not statistically significant (Chi-Sq = 0.873, DF = 1, P-
Value = 0.350) so could just reflect sampling precision.  
 
16% of the total sample of 12-16yr olds had fished in the last year, compared to 22% who had fished in the 
last 2 years.  
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76% of the youth sample who had fished in the last 2 years had also fished in the last year (73% 2005). 
Thus 24% of the current anglers* had not fished in the last year. This is a very similar result to that for the 
total sample. 
 
*Current anglers are defined as those who had been freshwater fishing in the last 2 years.  
 
The recent youth anglers showed a similar demographic profile to the current youth anglers. 
 
 
 
 
4.4  Those in England and Wales who had not been Freshwater Fishing in the last 2 years 
 
Of those respondents who had not been freshwater fishing in the last 2 years, the majority, 88% had not 
fished in the last 10 years. 6% had fished 1-2 times previously, whereas 5% had fished on 3 or more 
occasions in the last 10 years.  
 
Figure 3 – Number of times been fishing in the last 10 years  

Never, 88%

1‐2 times, 6%

3 or more 
times, 5%

 
(Base 2099, those who had not been freshwater fishing in England and Wales in the last 2 years) 
(Percentages add to 99% due to rounding) 
 
The proportion who had not fished before was comparable with that recorded in 2005 (87%) as was the 
proportion who had fished 1-2 times (5%), whilst there had been a significant decrease in the proportion 
who had fished 3 or more times since 2005 (8%).   
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Table 11 - Number of times been freshwater fishing in the last 10 years, but not the last 2 years 

 

 2010 2005 2001 

Base  2099 2070 2053 

Never 88% 87% 87% 

1-2 times 6% 5% 7% 

3 or more times 5% 8% 6% 
(Base, those who had not been freshwater fishing in England and Wales in the last 2 years) 
 
19% of the total sample had in fact been fishing in the last 10 years (i.e. been fishing in last 2 years, 9% of 
the total sample; been fishing 2-10 years ago, 10% of the total sample). This is in line with the situation in 
2005. 
 

Table 12 – Number of times been freshwater fishing in the last 10 years, but not the last 2 years, by 
age and gender 

  Gender Age 

 Total Male Female 12-14yrs 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

Base  2099 970 1129 75 310 321 357 324 296 415 

 % % % % % % % % % % 

Never 88 86 90 80 81 87 90 92 90 91 

1-2 times 6 7 6 11 10 7 6 5 6 3 

3 or more 
times 

5 7 4 9 8 6 4 3 4 6 

(Base, those who had not been freshwater fishing in England and Wales in the last 2 years) 
 
The females and older age groups were the least likely to have fished in the last 10 years.  
 
Figure 4 – Youth sample, number of times been fishing in the last 10 years  

Never, 83%

1‐2 times, 10%

3 or more 
times, 7%

 
(Base 320, 12-16yr olds who had not been freshwater fishing in England and Wales in the last 2 years) 
 
The youth data reflects the data for the total sample, in that the highest proportion had not fished before. 
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Table 13 – Number of times been freshwater fishing in last 10 years but not last 2 years – youth 
sample 

 
 2010 youth        

12-16yrs 
2005 youth 

12-16yrs 
Male Female 

Base 320 338 146 174 

 % % % % 
Never 83 86 76 88 
1-2 times 10 8 12 9 
3 or more times 7 6 12 3 

Base: Those who had not been freshwater fishing in England and Wales in the last 2 years 
 
The results in 2010 were similar to those recorded in 2005.  
 
4.5  Lapsed Anglers 
 
Lapsed anglers are defined as those who had been freshwater fishing in the last 10 years, but had not 
been freshwater fishing in the last 2 years. 
 
10.5% of the 2010 sample were defined as lapsed anglers. This compares to 11.6%, 11.5%, and 11.1% 
recorded in 2005, 2001 and 1997 respectively. Indeed, the proportions of current and lapsed anglers in the 
population in 2010 were not significantly different from those in 1997 (Chi-Sq = 0.578, DF = 2, P-Value = 
0.749).  
 
Similarly, there were no significant differences between 2010 and 2005 in the relative proportions of: 

• recent anglers (fished in the last year); 
• current but not recent anglers (fished within the last two years but not last year); and  
• lapsed anglers (fished in the last 10 years but not the last two)  

(Chi-Sq = 2.154, DF = 3, P-Value = 0.541). 
 
53% of the lapsed anglers had fished 1-2 times in the last 10 years, whilst 47% had fished 3 or more times.  
 
The number of lapsed anglers within the population is greater than the number who had fished in the last 2 
years. Based on a 2008 estimate of the population aged 12+yrs in England and Wales of 46,848,868 the 
number of lapsed anglers is approximately 4.9 million. This is lower than the 5.3 million recorded in 2005 
based on a 2004 population estimate of 45,508,517 though not statistically different, so it’s possible that 
the reduction may just reflect sampling precision. 
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Figure 5 – Profile of lapsed anglers – compared to the profile of current anglers 
 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

2010 all lapsed 12+yrs

2010 current anglers

2010 England & Wales population based on omnibus data
 

 

Table 14 – Profile of lapsed anglers  

PROFILE OF LAPSED  
ANGLERS 

All 
lapsed 
2010   
12+ 

All 
lapsed 
2005  
12+ 

All 
lapsed
2001 
12+ 

All 
lapsed
1997 
12+ 

2010 
Current 
Anglers 

2010 
Total  

Omnibus  
Sample 

Base 243 262 260 642 205 2304 
 % % % % % % 
Gender       
Male 56 62 64 65 76 49 
Female 44 39 37 35 24 51 
Age       
12-14yrs 6 5 6 3 11 4 
15-24yrs 23 19 23 31 24 16 
25-34yrs 16 21 26 23 11 15 
35-44yrs 14 19 19 17 19 17 
45-54yrs 11 10 13 12 16 16 
55-64yrs 13 12 7 6 11 14 
65yrs 15 14 7 8 8 19 
Social grade       
AB 28 25 23 15 25 27 
C1 27 32 27 24 26 29 
C2 23 18 21 31 23 21 
DE 22 25 30 30 26 23 
 
The profile of lapsed anglers was predominantly male, but had a significantly higher proportion of females 
than the current angler profile (99% level). The social grade profile did not vary markedly between lapsed 
and current anglers. The lapsed anglers did however appear to have a slightly older age profile than the 
current anglers. The lapsed anglers had significantly more people age over 65yrs than the current angler 
profile, possibly suggesting that age was a factor in the decision not to fish again.  
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Table 15 - Lapsed youth anglers: 

 2010 lapsed youth anglers 12-
16yrs 

2010 current youth anglers 12-
16yrs 

Base 56 88 

Gender % % 

Male 61 73 

Female 38 27 

Age 

12-14 61 66 

15-16 38 34 

Social grade 

AB 38 22 

C1 25 29 

C2 23 22 

DE 13 26 
 
Although the base size is small it appeared that there was a greater lapse rate amongst female compared 
to male youth anglers.  
 
In 2010 14% of the total youth sample were lapsed anglers, compared to 11% in 2005. 
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4.6  Interest in Going Fishing in the Future 
 
Figure 6 – Interest in going fishing in the future (12+yrs) 

Very 
interested, 2%

Fairly 
interested, 11%

Not very 
interested, 13%

Not at all 
interested, 74%

 
 
Base: 2099 All those who had not been fishing in the last 2 years (12-65+yrs) 
 
13% of current non-anglers were interested in going fishing at some time in the future. Those who had 
fished previously were more interested in going fishing in the future than those who had not. 

Table 16 – Interest in going fishing in the future 
     Times been freshwater fishing in last 

10 years? 

Interest in going fishing in 
the future 12yrs+ 

2010 2005 2001 1997 Never 1-2 times 3 or more  
times 

Base  2099 2070 2053 5258 1855 129 114 

Mean score 1.41 1.37 1.34 1.36    

  % % % % % % % 

Very interested  2 3 2 2 1 7 9 

Fairly interested  11 8 7 9 8 29 28 

Not very interested  13 12 14 12 13 22 11 

Not at all interested  74 77 77 77 78 42 52 

 
Interest in going fishing amongst current non-anglers has increased over the last decade. 
 
A chi-squared test comparing the results for 2010 with those in 2005 and 2001 shows that the increase in 
interest in going fishing amongst current non-anglers is significant (Chi-Sq = 21.489, DF = 6, P-Value = 
0.001) due mainly to the increase in the proportion who were ‘fairly interested’ between 2001 and 2010.  
 
Of those who were interested in going fishing 33% had fished in the last 10 years i.e. were lapsed anglers 
and 67% had not fished in the last 10 years i.e. were new potential anglers. 
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Youth: 
 
Figure 7 – Interest in going fishing in the future (youth sample) 
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(Base, 320, 12-16yr olds who had not been freshwater fishing in England and Wales in the last 2 years) 
 
30% of the youth sample who had not fished in the last 2 years were very or fairly interested in going 
fishing. This suggests a high level of unsatisfied demand and offers a lot of potential for the future 
development of the youth market. 
 
It would therefore appear that the 12-16yr age group had more interest in going fishing in the future than 
the overall sample. 
 
Interest appeared greater amongst the 12-14 year age group than the 15-16 year age group (34% and 
24% respectively). Interest was however significantly greater (99% level) amongst males than females: 
males 38% interested, females 23% interested. 
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Table 17 – Interest in going fishing in the future – youth sample 

Interest in going fishing in the future - 
2001 12-16yrs 

2010 2005 2001 

Base  320 338 313 

Mean score 1.94 1.77 1.69 

  % % % 

Very interested  5 3 4 

Fairly interested  25 21 15 

Not very interested  29 25 26 

Not at all interested  41 51 54 
 
The significance of the increase in the level of interest in going fishing amongst the youth market between 
2005 and 2010 was marginal (Chi-Sq = 6.797, DF = 3, P-Value = 0.079). However, the increase from 2001 
to 2010 was significant at the 95% level (Chi-Sq = 15.202, DF = 3, P-Value = 0.002). 
 
 
4.7  Potential Anglers 
 
A potential angler is defined as someone who has not been freshwater fishing in the last 2 years, but is 
very or fairly interested in doing so in the future (thus this includes both lapsed anglers and those who have 
not been fishing in the last 10 years). 
 
12% of the total sample were defined as potential anglers. (2% of the total sample were very interested in 
going fishing, whilst 10% were fairly interested.)  
 
This suggests that there are just over 5.6 million potential anglers in England and Wales, based on a 2008 
population estimate of 46,848,868 for those aged 12+yrs in England and Wales. This is greater but not 
significantly different from the previous estimate of 4.5 million in 2005 (based on a 2004 population 
estimate of 45,508,517). 
 
In previous years the proportions of potential anglers in England and Wales were as follows: 1996 9%, 
1997 10%, 2001 8% and 2005 10%. The proportion of potential anglers had increased significantly at the 
95% level from 2001 to 2005.  
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Figure 8 – Profile of potential anglers – compared to the profile of current anglers 
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Table 18 – Profile of potential anglers 

PROFILE OF 
POTENTIAL 
ANGLERS 

2010 
All Potential 

Anglers  
12-65+yrs 

2005 
All Potential 

Anglers  
12-65+yrs 

2001  
All  

Potential  
Anglers 12-

65+yrs 

1997  
All Potential 

Anglers 

2010 
Current  

Anglers 12-
65+ yrs 

2010 Total 
Omnibus 

Sample 12-
65+yrs 

Base 271 224 185 555 205 2304 

Gender % % % % % % 
Male 64 69 66 66 76 49 
Female 36 31 34 35 24 51 
Age 
12-14yrs 9 10 11 6 11 4 
15-24yrs 24 28 15 23 24 16 
25-34yrs 25 21 28 26 11 15 
35-44yrs 17 10 22 16 19 17 
45-54yrs 14 16 10 13 16 16 
55-64yrs 5 10 7 9 11 14 
65yrs 5 5 6 7 8 19 
Social grade 
AB 22 19 16 12 25 27 
C1 30 31 26 24 26 29 
C2 26 20 23 32 23 21 
DE 22 30 35 32 26 23 
 
The potential angler profile was broadly similar to that identified in 2005, although there were significantly 
fewer 55-64 year olds in the 2010 profile. 
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The profile of potential anglers was male dominated as was the case for the current angler profile, however 
there was a significantly higher proportion of females amongst the potential anglers (99% level). The 
potential anglers appeared to have a younger age profile than current anglers in that there were a 
significantly greater proportion of 25-34yr olds and fewer over 55’s (99% level). 
 

Table 19 – Potential anglers: Interest in going fishing in the future by gender and age 

Interest in going  
freshwater fishing in 
the future (very and 
fairly interested 
combined) 

TOTAL Male Female 12-14yrs 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

 % % % % % % % % % % 

Interested 2010 13 18 9 33 21 21 13 12 5 3 

Interested 2005 11 16 6 27 22 15 6 11 8 3 

Interested 2001 9 13 6 25 10 14 12 6 5 3 
 
As was the case in 2005 and 2001, interest was greater amongst males than females, and interest 
increased the younger the age group.  
 
The increase in interest from 2005 to 2010 amongst people aged 25 to 44 was significant (Chi-Sq = 
12.483, DF = 1, P-Value < 0.001).   

 

Table 20 - Potential anglers by region: 

Region of Residence Potential 
anglers 2010 

12-65+yrs 

Current 
anglers 2010  

12-65+yrs   

 

Base 271 205 

  % % 
London 24 9 
South East 18 26 
South West 10 16 
Wales 6 9 
East Anglia 3 6 
East Midlands 8 7 
West Midlands 8 9 
Yorks/Humber 5 4 
North West 12 11 
North 6 4 

 
 
The regional profile for potential anglers showed some variation from the current angler profile. The most 
notable difference was for London, which represented 24% of potential anglers and only 9% of current 
anglers (significant difference at the 99% level). Thus there is considerable potential to increase 
participation levels in this region.  
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Table 21 - Potential youth anglers: 

 2010 potential youth anglers 
12-16yrs 

2010 current youth anglers 
12-16yrs 

Base 95 88 

Gender % % 
Male 58 73 
Female 42 27 
Age   
12-14 65 66 
15-16 35 34 
Social grade   
AB 21 22 
C1 31 29 
C2 22 22 
DE 25 26 
 
23% of the youth sample were potential anglers, i.e. very or fairly interested in going fishing. This 
compares to 20% in 2005. 
 
There was a significantly greater proportion of females within the potential youth anglers than the current 
youth anglers (95% level). 
 
Regional data show that interest in London is significantly greater (99% level) than participation (interest 
29%, current anglers 8%), suggesting again that there is considerable opportunity to increase participation.  
 
 
4.8 Overall Market Structure 
 
Figure 9 – Overall market structure 

Current 
anglers, 9%

Potential 
anglers, 12%

Not interested 
in freshwater 
fishing, 79%

 
Base: 2304 total sample 
 
The research suggests that taking the population of England and Wales, 9% have been freshwater fishing 
in the last 2 years, another 12% are interested in going freshwater fishing in the future and 79% have no 
interest in going freshwater fishing. 
 
Of the potential anglers 67% had not been fishing in the last 10 years (i.e. new anglers), whilst 33% had 
been freshwater fishing in the last 10 years i.e. are lapsed anglers. 
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In the future it is appropriate to continue to identify lapsed anglers from the rod licence database and target 
these lapsed anglers as part of a marketing and promotion exercise. 
 
 

Table 22 - Structure of the market 

 2010 2005 2001 1997 

Current anglers 9% 8% 9% 9% 

Recent anglers 7% 6% * * 

Lapsed anglers 11% 12% 12% 12% 

Potential anglers 12% 10% 8% 10% 

Non potential/not interested 79% 82% 83% 81% 
*Data not collected in 2001 or 1997  
 
NB The percentages do not total 100% as there is overlap between recent and current anglers and lapsed 
and potential anglers. 
 
Comparing the market in 2010, 2005 and 2001 (as the relative numbers of current, potential and non-
potential anglers) shows that it has changed significantly (Chi-Sq = 16.884, DF = 4, P-Value = 0.002) due 
primarily to the increased proportion of potential anglers over the decade.  
 
The more positive attitudes to angling and increasing proportions of potential anglers particularly in urban 
areas such as London suggest that there is opportunity to grow the current angling market.  
 
It is possible that the presence of the Extreme Fishing angling programme on terrestrial TV in 2009 has 
helped to increase interest. 
 
When considering the structure of the youth market specifically, the results are quite different. 
 
 
Figure 10 – Structure of the youth market 
 

Current 
anglers, 22%

Potential 
anglers, 23%

Not interested 
in freshwater 
fishing, 55%

 
Base: 408 total youth sample  
 
Compared to the overall population of England and Wales, a higher proportion of the youth market are 
currently involved in angling or are potentially interested in going freshwater fishing. 77% of those 
interested in fishing had not fished before (or at least, not in the last 10 years), whilst 23% were lapsed 
youth anglers. 
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Table 23 - Structure of the youth market 

 2010 2005 2001 

Current anglers 22% 19% 21% 

Recent anglers 16% 14% * 

Lapsed anglers 14% 11% 16% 

Potential anglers 23% 20% 15% 

Non potential/not interested 55% 61% 64% 
*Data not collected in 2001 
 
NB The percentages do not total 100% as there is overlap between recent and current anglers and lapsed 
and potential anglers. 
 
As with the overall market, the relative numbers of current, potential and non-potential anglers have also 
changed significantly in the samples from the youth market since 2001 (Chi-Sq = 9.772, DF = 2, P-Value = 
0.008) due mainly to the increased proportion of potential anglers. 
 
Again as with the total sample there is opportunity to grow the number of young anglers given the 
increasing proportion of potential youth anglers and more positive perceptions that “angling is an OK thing 
to do”. 
 
As the proportion of potential anglers has been increasing since the 2001 study, it is difficult to identify the 
impact, if any, the angling events organised by the Environment Agency have had on interest in angling. 
Angling events have been running since the 2005 study. The angling events have not resulted in a 
significant increase in participation amongst young people aged 12-16yrs, however Environment Agency 
data show that the events are often attended by children aged 11years and under. In order to increase the 
number of youth anglers (aged 12-16years), the events need to directly target this age group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Environment Agency    
Public Attitudes to Angling 2010 

37

4.9 Factors That Would Encourage Respondents To Go Freshwater Fishing 
 

Table 24 – Factors that would encourage lapsed anglers to go fishing again (prompted) 

 
Base: All those who had not fished in the last 2 years, but had fished in the last 10 years and were very, 
fairly or not very interested in fishing again in the future. 
 
Having someone to go with remained the key factor that would encourage the lapsed anglers to fish again 
2010 (45%). This appeared to have a greater influence on the under 35year age group, although base 
sizes are too small to test for any significant difference.  
 
Knowledge of local places to fish and easier use of local fishing ponds/lakes etc. were also key factors 
mentioned by almost a quarter of the sample in each case.  
 
A reduction in licence fees and the ability to buy a licence in more places were mentioned by a greater 
proportion of potential anglers in 2005 compared to 2001, however the results in 2010 show a return closer 
to levels recorded in 2001, suggesting these factors are less of an issue now.  
 
The new response added in 2010 “more information on how to fish” appeared less important to the lapsed 
compared to the new potential anglers. 
 
Since 2005 the Environment Agency has improved the availability of information on where to fish via 
mailing angling guides to licence holders and making the angling guides available in tackle shops. The 

 2010 2005 2001 

Base 130 150 177 

 % % % 

Someone to go with 45 34 33 

Greater awareness of local fishing sites 25 21 23 

Easier use of local fishing ponds/lakes etc. 23 19 16 

Ability to borrow/hire tackle 19 11 18 

Places to fish AND take children 18 21 18 

Reduction in licence fees 17 26 17 

Greater awareness of local fishing clubs 15 10 6 

Improved fish stocks 14 9 19 

Ability to buy a licence from more places 13 20 8 

Promotion of the fishing season 13 9 10 

More information on how to fish 11 * * 

Better facilities for anglers at each watercourse 10 13 16 

Higher profile of fishing generally amongst the public 8 11 7 

Other  11 14 17 

Don't Know - 3 4 

Nothing 5 11 10 
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2010 results confirm this information is important in order to encourage lapsed anglers to fish again. Long 
term lapsed anglers who have not bought a licence in the last year, nor visited a tackle shop are unlikely 
however to have seen this information.  
 

Table 25 - Youth sample - factors that would encourage lapsed anglers go fishing again (prompted) 

  2010 2005 2001 

Base  42 35 49 

  % % % 

Having someone to go with 53 55 48 

More fish in the rivers or lakes 24 25 19 

Knowing places to fish that are close to home 21 39 27 

Paying less money for the fishing licence 21 34 14 

If more people were involved in fishing and 
knew more about it 

19 28 15 

If it was easier to use fishing ponds or lakes 
near to home 

19 21 6 

Being able to borrow or hire fishing tackle 15 8 8 

Knowing when the fishing season starts and 
finishes 

14 14 7 

Having things like toilets and snack bars at the 
places you go fishing 

13 26 8 

Being able to buy a licence from more places 10 15 4 

Knowing about fishing clubs that are near to 
home 

11 12 5 

More information on how to fish 7 * * 

Places to fish AND take children 4 16 5 

Other reason 4 11 7 

Don't Know - 4 7 

Nothing 2 7 19 
 
Base: Those who had not fished in the last 2 years, but had fished in the last 10 years and were very, fairly 
or not very interested in fishing again in the future. 
*More information on how to fish added to response list in 2010 
 
NB: The statements shown to the youth sample were phrased differently to the adult sample to increase 
understanding. 
 
Having someone to go with was again a key factor that may encourage young people to go fishing. More 
fish in the lakes or rivers, knowledge of local places to fish, paying less money for the fishing licence, 
greater involvement in fishing amongst the public and easier use of fishing ponds and lakes near to home 
were also frequently mentioned factors.  
 
Greater appreciation and involvement in fishing generally amongst the public was more important to the 
younger age groups than adults. This may reflect greater inexperience amongst the young and a need to 
draw upon a greater pool of knowledge and possibly the need to be associated with an activity that has 
“credibility” amongst their peers. More fish in the rivers was also more important to the youth sample, 
which may reflect the greater importance to the younger less experienced angler of catching fish on each 
visit. 
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Table 26 - Reasons for wanting someone to go with 

 Total sample 
2010 

Youth sample 
2010 

Base 58 23 

 % % 

For company 73 79 

Because you need someone to show you how to fish 15 15 

Because you need someone to take you there 7 7 

Other 5 - 
Base: Only those who indicated that having someone to go with would encourage them to go fishing again 
 
Amongst the lapsed anglers within the total sample and youth sample the main reason for needing 
someone to go fishing with was for company. Few needed someone to provide transport to the site. The 
social aspect of fishing was clearly evident. 
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Table 27  Factors that would encourage those who had not been fishing in the last 10 years (i.e. 
potential new anglers) to go fishing in the future (prompted) 

 2010 2005 2001 

Base  415 330 286 

  % % % 

Someone to go with 35 40 38 

Information on how to fish 21 19 19 

Places to fish AND take children 20 18 20 

Greater awareness of local fishing sites 14 13 15 

Information on what equipment is needed 14 9 8 

Greater awareness of local fishing clubs 11 7 9 

Ability to borrow/hire tackle 11 10 15 

A special introductory offer on the licence fee 9 10 10 

Easier use of local fishing ponds/lakes etc. 9 13 10 

Higher profile generally of fishing amongst the 
public 

6 8 7 

Better facilities for anglers at each watercourse 6 7 5 

Ability to buy a licence from more places 6 7 4 

Improved fish stocks 6 6 5 

Promotion of the fishing season 5 6 6 

Don't Know 3 2 3 

None of these 23 28 27 
 
Base: Those who had not fished in the last 10 years and were very, fairly or not very interested in fishing in 
the future.  
 
Again having someone to go with was a key factor that may encourage someone to go fishing. Places to 
fish and take children and knowledge of how to fish were also key factors, followed by knowledge of local 
fishing sites and information on what equipment is needed. 
 
Having someone to go with, improved fish stocks, information on how to fish and a higher profile for fishing 
were more frequently mentioned by the under 24 year age group. Places to fish and take children was 
most commonly mentioned by the 35-44 year age group.   
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Table 28 – Youth sample - factors that would encourage you to go fishing in the future (prompted) 

  2010 2005 2001 

Base  146 132 91 

  % % % 

Having someone to go with 55 48 39 

Information on how to fish 25 33 31 

Knowing places to fish that are close to home 23 21 29 

If more people were involved in fishing and knew more about 
it 

17 18 19 

Knowing about fishing clubs that are near to home 17 13 15 

Paying less money for the fishing licence 14 24 12 

Information on what equipment is needed to go fishing 16 16 13 

More fish in the river or lakes 12 16 11 

If it was easier to use fishing ponds or lakes near to home 10 20 16 

Having things like toilets and snack bars at the places you go 
fishing 

10 17 18 

Being able to borrow or hire fishing tackle 10 17 13 

Knowing when the fishing season starts and finishes 5 13 12 

Being able to buy a licence from more places 5 11 3 

Places to fish AND take children 4 12 13 

Don't Know 1 4 4 

None of these 11 18 18 
 
Base: Those who had not fished in the last 10 years and were very, fairly or not very interested in fishing in 
the future. 
 
Amongst the 12-16 year olds, those who had not been fishing in the last 10 years were again most likely to 
be encouraged to fish by someone to go with. This factor has become increasingly important over the past 
3 surveys.  Information on how to fish and knowing places to fish that are close to home were the next 
most common factors that would encourage respondents to go fishing.  
 
Information on how to fish was considerably more important to this group than the lapsed youth anglers. 
More fish in the rivers or lakes was however mentioned more frequently by the lapsed youth anglers, which 
suggests an appreciation of the fact that it is not always possible to catch fish on each visit but this is a key 
factor affecting their enjoyment of the trip. Knowledge of local fishing sites and a greater public involvement 
in fishing was important to both the lapsed and new potential youth anglers. 
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Table 29 - Reasons for wanting someone to go with 

 Total sample 
2010 

Youth sample 
2010 

Base 144 80 

 % % 

For company 50 60 

Because you need someone to show you how to fish 41 31 

Because you need someone to take you there 7 9 

Other 1 - 

Don’t know 1 - 
Base: Only those who indicated that having someone to go with would encourage them to go fishing  
 
Amongst those non-anglers from the total sample who suggested someone to go with would encourage 
them to go fishing, the need for company and a desire to be shown how to fish were almost as important. 
This is in contrast to the response from anglers who had fished before, where 73% wanted someone to go 
with them for company and only 15% needed someone to show them how to fish. The need to provide 
some form of instruction to new anglers is therefore critical. 
 
4.10 Awareness of events or schemes in the area where you could learn to fish 
 
Figure 11 – Awareness of fishing events or schemes 
 

 
 
Base: 271 All those who would be very or fairly interested in fishing in the future 
 
8% of potential anglers i.e. those who would be very or fairly interested in going fishing in the future were 
aware of an event or scheme in their area where they could learn to fish. This figure dropped to 6% when 
including those who were very, fairly or not very interested in fishing. 
 
Although those interested in fishing were predominantly male, the females and males were as likely to be 
aware of a fishing event (males 8%, females 6%). Awareness appeared to increase the older the age 
group however base sizes are too small to identify any significant differences. 
 
4% of the youth sample were aware of an event, all of these respondents being male.  
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The promotion of fishing events has made some impact, however there is still further opportunity to 
increase awareness of the events and potentially encourage a greater number of people to go fishing. 
 
 
4.11 Sea Angling 
 
6% of the total sample and thus 6% of the population of England and Wales aged 12yrs+ said they had 
been sea fishing in the last 2 years. This compares to 9% of the population who said they had been 
freshwater angling. 
 
In 2005 7% had been sea angling in the last 2 years. 2005 was the first year this question was included in 
the study. The decrease from 2005 in the proportion of current sea anglers was not significant (Chi-Sq = 
0.563, DF = 1, P-Value = 0.453). 
 
Based on a population aged 12 and over in England and Wales of 46,848,868 (2008 mid year estimate), 
the number of people aged 12 and over who had been sea angling is 2.8 million. This is not statistically 
different from the previous estimate of 3.2 million in 2005 (based on a 2004 population estimate of 
45,508,517). 
 
 
Figure 12 - Profile of current sea anglers 
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Table 30 – Demographic profile of current sea anglers 

 Total  
Omnibus  
Sample 

Those who had 
been sea 

angling in the 
last 2 years 

Those who have 
been  

freshwater 
fishing in the last 

2 years 

PROFILE OF ANGLERS 2010 
12-65+yrs 

2010  
12-65+yrs 

2010  
12-65+ yrs 

Base 2304 149 205 

Gender % % % 

Male 49 78 76 

Female 51 22 24 

Age    

12-14yrs 4 8 11 

15-24yrs 16 21 24 

25-34yrs 15 13 11 

35-44yrs 17 21 19 

45-54yrs 16 19 16 

55-64yrs 14 12 11 

65yrs 19 7 8 

Social grade    

AB 27 42 25 

C1 29 19 26 

C2 21 23 23 

DE 23 16 26 
 
The sea anglers had a similar male bias to the freshwater anglers, and a broadly similar age profile. The 
social grade profile of the sea anglers had an AB bias whereas the freshwater anglers were more evenly 
spread in terms of social grade. 
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Table 31 – Regional profile of current sea anglers 

 Total  
Omnibus  
Sample 

Those who have been 
sea angling in the last 

2 years 

Those who have been 
freshwater fishing in 

the last 2 years 

Region of Residence 2010 
12-65+yrs 

2010 
12-65+yrs 

2010 
12-65+yrs 

Base 2304 149 205 

  % % % 

London 14 6 9 

South East 21 24 26 

South West 10 17 16 

Wales 6 9 9 

East Anglia 4 9 6 

East Midlands 8 7 7 

West Midlands 10 11 9 

Yorks/Humber 10 5 4 

North West 12 8 11 

North 6 4 4 
 
Interestingly the regional profile of sea anglers was not dissimilar to the regional profile of the freshwater 
anglers. 
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4.12 Recent Sea Anglers 
 
A question was included within the study to determine the proportion of the population who had been sea 
angling in the last year. 
 
The results show that 4% of the total population have been sea angling in the last year. Based on an 
England and Wales 12+ population of 46,848,868 (2008 mid year estimate) this suggests that 
approximately 1.9 million people had been sea angling in the last year. 
 
This compares to 6% of the total sample who had been sea angling in the last 2 years.  
 
In 2005, the first year this question was included in the study 5% of the sample had been sea angling in the 
last year i.e. 2.3 million people aged 12+yrs based on a 2004 population estimate of 45,508,517. The 
estimates for 2005 and 2010 of the number of recent sea anglers are not significantly different. 
 
61% of sea anglers who had fished in the last 2 years had also fished in the last year. So 39% of those 
who had fished in the last 2 years had not fished in the last year. 
 

Table 32 – Demographic profile of recent sea anglers 

 Total  
Omnibus 
Sample 

Those who have 
been sea angling 
in the last year 

Those who have 
been sea angling 
in the last 2 years 

Rod Licence  
Holders 

2006 

PROFILE OF ANGLERS 2010  
12-65+yrs 

2010  
12-65+yrs 

2010  
12-65+ yrs 

2006  

Base 2304 90 149  

Gender % % % % 

Male 49 77 78 95 

Female 51 23 22 5 

Age  

12-24yrs 20 28 29 21 

25-34yrs 15 7 13 15 

35-44yrs 17 27 21 20 

45-54yrs 16 18 19 18 

55-64yrs 14 15 12 15 

65yrs 19 5 7 11 

Social grade  

AB 27 40 42 - 

C1 29 17 19 - 

C2 21 26 23 - 

DE 23 16 16 - 
 
NB: Rod licence holders’ data for age and gender is based on an analysis of the rod licence holders’ 
database in January 2006*. As the younger age groups within data from the rod licence holders’ database 
(i.e.12-16yrs and 17-24yrs) are not directly comparable with the younger age groups within this study, the 
2 younger age groups have been combined to enable comparisons. There is no available rod licence 
holders’ data for social grade. 
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(*source: Radford, A., Riddington, G., and Gibson, H. (2007): Economic evaluation of inland fisheries: the 
economic impact of freshwater angling in England & Wales. Science Report - SC050026/SR2. Product 
Code SCHO1207BNNW-E-P. Environment Agency, Bristol) 
 
The profile of the recent and current sea anglers was very similar. The recent sea anglers profile had a 
significantly greater proportion of females compared to the profile of rod licence holders (99% level), and 
significantly fewer people aged 25-34yrs and 65+yrs (95% level).  
 

Table 33 – Regional profile of recent sea anglers 

 Recent sea 
anglers 

Total  
omnibus  
sample 

Rod licence 
holders 

Region of Residence 2010        
12-65+yrs    

2010  
12-65+yrs 

2006 

Base 90 2304  

  % % % 
London  6 14 4 
South East /East Anglia 32 25 29 
South West 21 10 9 
Wales 11 6 5 
East Midlands  4 8 11 
West Midlands 8 10 14 
Yorks/Humber 5 10 12 
North West/North 13 18 16 
 
Again the South East and East Anglian and also the North and North West regions have been combined to 
enable comparisons between the Standard and Government Office regions used within the omnibus 
survey and rod licence holders data respectively. 
 
The regional profile of the recent sea anglers differed from that for the rod licence holders, in that there 
were significantly higher proportions of recent sea anglers compared to rod licence holders (99% level) in 
the South West and Wales and significantly fewer in Yorks and Humber and the East Midlands (95% 
level). 
 
The regional profile of recent sea anglers differed from the regional population distribution in that there was 
a significantly smaller proportion of recent sea anglers in London (95% level) compared to the proportion of 
the population in this region, but a greater proportion of sea anglers relative to the population in the South 
West and Wales (99% and 95% levels respectively). This appears to fit with the greater access to the 
coast in the South West and Wales.  
 
4.13 Youth Sea Anglers 
 
13% of the total sample of 12-16yr olds had been sea angling in the last 2 years, whilst 7% of the total 
youth sample had been sea angling in the last year. This compares to 11% in the last 2 years and 7% in 
the last year in 2005. 
 
56% of the youth sea anglers who had fished in the last 2 years had been sea angling in the last year, 
whilst the remaining 44% had not been sea angling in the last year.  
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4.14 Overlap Between Current Freshwater and Current Sea Anglers 
 
13% of the total omnibus sample were current anglers, having been either freshwater or sea fishing in the 
last two years. 
 
146 respondents (6%) in the total omnibus sample had been freshwater fishing in the last 2 years, but had 
not been sea angling. 
 
90 respondents (4%) in the total omnibus sample had been sea angling in the last 2 years but had not 
been freshwater fishing. 
 
59 respondents (3%) had actually been both freshwater and sea angling in the last 2 years. 
 
Figure 13 - Overlap between current freshwater and sea anglers 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Base: 2304 
 
Based on a 12yrs+ population of 46,848,868 (mid-year 2008 estimate), this indicates that there are 6.1 
million current anglers (who have been angling in the last 2 years) in England and Wales.  Of these: 
 
• 2.8 million people have been freshwater fishing, but have not been sea angling in the last 2 years; 
• 1.4 million people have been both freshwater and sea angling in the last 2 years; and 
• 1.9 million people have been sea angling but not freshwater angling in the last 2 years.  
 
 
The results in 2005 were as follows: sea anglers only 5%, freshwater and sea anglers 2%, freshwater 
anglers only 6%.  
 
The proportions of people in 2010 who had fished in freshwater, the sea, or both in the previous two years 
are not significantly different from those estimated by the 2005 survey (Chi-Sq = 3.106, DF = 2, P-Value = 
0.212). 
.  
 
 
4.15 Overlap Between Recent Freshwater and Recent Sea Anglers 
 
9% of the total omnibus sample were recent anglers, having been either freshwater or sea fishing in the 
last year. 
 
114 respondents (5%) in the total omnibus sample had been freshwater fishing in the last year, but had not 
been sea angling in the last year. 
 
49 respondents (2%) in the total omnibus sample had been sea angling in the last year, but had not been 
freshwater angling in the last year. 
 
41 respondents (2%) had actually been both freshwater and sea angling in the last year. 
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Figure 14 - Overlap between recent freshwater and recent sea anglers 
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4.2 million people aged 12+ within the England and Wales population had been angling in the last year of 
whom,  
 
• 2.3 million people have been freshwater fishing in the last year, but have not been sea angling in the 

last year; 
• 940,000 people have been both freshwater and sea angling in the last year; and 
• 940,000 people have been sea angling in the last year, but have not been freshwater angling in the 

last year.  
 
The results in 2005 were as follows: sea anglers only 3%, freshwater and sea anglers 1%, freshwater 
anglers only 5%.  Despite the relatively small sample, the 2010 results were significantly different from 
2005, due to more anglers fishing in both freshwater and the sea in the last year, and fewer just in the sea 
(Chi-Sq = 10.307, DF = 2, P-Value = 0.006).  
 
The increase in those fishing in freshwater and in the sea and the decrease in those just fishing on the sea, 
may be related to the distribution of angling guides by the Environment Agency promoting freshwater 
fishing sites, the impact of the recession with fewer people taking holidays in 2009 (and thus fewer fishing 
on holiday) and also the poor summer weather in 2009 reducing the opportunity for sea angling.  
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5. Conclusions and 
Recommendations 

 
Attitudes to Angling 
 
• Overall, attitudes to angling remain generally positive, and in some aspects more positive than in 2005. 

Higher levels of agreement were recorded for “angling is an acceptable pastime”, “anglers care for the 
environment” and “angling fits in well with other activities such as walking and cycling”. Lower levels of 
agreement were recorded for “angling is a cruel pastime”. 

• Young people (12-16yr olds) are more likely to have positive rather than negative perceptions of 
angling, however they are likely to be less positive overall than adults. Perceptions of angling as an 
“OK thing to do” had increased since 2005. 
 

Overall angling participation 
 
• 9% of the population over 12 in England and Wales said they had been fishing (freshwater and/or sea) 

in the last year (4.2 million people). 
• 13% of the population over 12 had been fishing (freshwater and/or sea) in the last 2 years (6.1 million 

people). 
 
 
Freshwater Angling Participation in England & Wales 
 
• 7% of the population over 12 in England and Wales said they had been freshwater fishing in the last 

year (3.3 million people). 
• 9% of the population over 12 had been freshwater fishing in the last 2 years (4.2 million people). 
• A further 11% had fished in the last ten years but not in the last two. So, in total, 20% of the population 

over 12 had been freshwater fishing at least once in the last 10 years (9.1 million). 
• Levels of participation were not statistically different from those in 2005. 

• It is possible that there has been a real increase in the proportion of current and recent anglers in the 
population since 2005 but if so, the increases were not large enough to be detected given this survey’s 
sample size.   

• Nonetheless, the angling market has grown significantly. Compared to the 2001 and 2005 surveys 
there was an increased proportion of potential anglers in both the overall market and the youth market. 
This increased interest may have been stimulated by the screening of angling programmes on 
terrestrial television in 2009.  

• The more positive attitudes to angling and the increased proportion of potential anglers suggest there 
is a high level of unsatisfied demand. The Environment Agency and others should respond to this 
opportunity to grow the current angling market, particularly amongst 12-16 year olds, residents of 
urban areas such as London and females.   

• Most potential anglers did not know about events where they could try fishing. Nonetheless, the 
promotion of angling events has had some impact in terms of generating awareness (8% of those who 
are interested in going fishing).  Angling events should be promoted more effectively as resources 
permit.  

• As many events are attended mainly by those under 12 years this will not tap into the considerable 
potential within the 12-16 year age group. It is recommended that event promotion should be targeted 
at this 12+ age group as they are required to have a junior licence and thus ongoing participation will 
result in increased licence revenue. Encouraging the event attendees to go fishing again is essential to 
expanding the number of current anglers, and as such the Environment Agency should consider ways 
of achieving this, for example regular trips arranged through Scouts, Guides or youth clubs, perhaps 
with ongoing tuition. 
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• The number of people who said they had been freshwater fishing in the last year, 3.3 million, is greatly 

in excess of the 1.3 million who bought a licence in 2009. A likely reason for the discrepancy is a  high 
evasion levels amongst anglers who fish infrequently. However, it is possible that for some 
respondents in the survey ‘going fishing’ might have meant accompanying an angler rather than 
personally fishing. It is recommended that the Environment Agency continue to target licence evasion, 
especially amongst occasional anglers, notably youths and females. 

• Current freshwater anglers were predominantly male with a relatively high proportion of anglers aged 
12-24yrs and a lower proportion of 55+year olds compared to the total sample profile.  

• Compared to the profile of rod licence holders, recent anglers had a greater proportion of females, a 
younger age profile and greater proportions of people in London, the South West and Wales. These 
demographic differences may relate to the reasons set out in the bullet point above concerning licence 
evasion and accompanying another angler. 

• Potential anglers had a higher proportion of females, and a younger age profile than the current 
anglers i.e. a higher proportion of 25-34 year olds and fewer 55+ year olds, suggesting that there is 
opportunity to grow the female and youth market as well as the core adult male market. 

• The proportion of freshwater anglers living in London (9%) was smaller than the proportion of the 
population in this region (14%). However the proportion of potential anglers was relatively large at 
24%, suggesting there is a particular opportunity to grow the market in this region, as long as sufficient 
suitable local fishing sites are available. Organising fishing events in urban areas such as London 
could help tap into the potential angling market, but to be successful, more local fisheries should be 
developed. 

• The primary factor that would encourage people to go fishing again, as in previous studies, was 
‘having someone to go with’.  Many potential anglers, lapsed or new, wanted someone to go with for 
company, whilst for potential new anglers information on how to fish was crucial..  

• Having local places to fish was another key factor, particularly for the lapsed anglers. Knowing places 
where you can take children also remained important. 

• Since 2005 the Environment Agency has improved the availability of information on where to fish. 
Local angling guides were sent to licence holders in 2006 and 2009 as well as being made available in 
tackle shops. This study confirms that this type of information is important in order to encourage 
potential anglers to go fishing. Further wide promotion to both lapsed and new anglers is 
recommended.  

• Licence prices appeared less of an issue in 2010 compared to 2005, in part perhaps because the price 
of a Junior annual licence has been fixed at £5 since 2001.  

 
 
Sea angling participation 
 
• 4% (5%) of the population over 12 said they had been sea fishing in the last year (1.9 million people). 

This compares to the Drew Associates estimate of 1.5 million for all ages in 2003. 
• 6% (7%) of the population over 12 said they had been sea fishing in the last 2 years (2.8 million 

people).  
• Of the 3.3 million people who had been freshwater fishing in the past year, 28% (940,000) had also 

been sea fishing in the past year. 
• 940,000 people had been sea fishing in the past year but not freshwater fishing. 
• Compared to the 2005 survey, significantly more sea anglers also fished in freshwater, and fewer only 

in the sea. 
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Appendix 1 
 

Adult questionnaire 
 
Youth questionnaire 
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Fishing Survey 2010 - FINAL QUESTIONNAIRE- ADULT 
H463a - JN: Fieldwork - 14th - 20th January 2010 - 11 Jan 2010 

Quanquest v2.1 - QAL v2.2bmrb13 - CAPI 
 
 

 

H463a  
 

INTERVIEWER PLEASE SHOW SCREEN UNTIL OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED 
 
 

Q463A1 Have you been freshwater fishing in the last 2 years, by freshwater fishing I mean fishing inland and not in the 
sea. 

 
Yes  1  (108) 
No  2   
Don't Know  Y   

 
 
 

IF   Q463A1 = Yes    
THEN ASK: Q463A2 
ELSE ASK: Q463A3, Q463A4 
 
 
 

Q463A2 And have you been freshwater fishing in the last year? 
 

Yes  1  (109) 
No  2   
Don't Know  Y   

 
 
 

Q463A3 How many times have you been freshwater fishing in the last 10 years? 
 

Never  1  (110) 
1-2 times  2   
3 or more times  3   
Don't Know  Y   

 
 
 

Q463A4 How interested would you be in going freshwater fishing in the future? 
 

Very Interested  1  (111) 
Fairly Interested  2   
Not very interested  3   
Not at all interested  4   
Don't Know  Y   
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IF  (( Q463A3 = 1-2 times  OR    Q463A3 = 3 or more times ) AND   ( Q463A4 = Very Interested  OR    Q463A4 = 
Fairly Interested  OR    Q463A4 = Not very interested ))   
THEN ASK: Q463A5 
 
 
 

Q463A5 And which of these factors would encourage you to go fishing again? (please pick as many as apply) 
 

Greater awareness 
of local fishing 
sites  1  (112) 

Greater awareness 
of local fishing 
clubs  2   

Reduction in licence 
fees  3   

Ability to buy a 
licence from more 
places  4   

More information on 
how to fish  5   

Improved fish stocks  6   
Promotion of the 

fishing season  7   
Better facilities for 

anglers at each 
watercourse  8   

Higher profile of 
fishing generally 
amongst the public 
 9   

Easier use of local 
fishing ponds/ 
lakes etc.  0  (113) 

Ability to borrow/ hire 
tackle  1   

Someone to go with  2   
Places to fish AND 

take children  3   
Other  4   
Don't Know  Y  (112) 
Nothing  X   

 
 
 

IF   Q463A5 = Someone to go with    
THEN ASK: Q463A5A 
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Q463A5A Which of these statements best describes why you would like someone to go with? 
   
  PLEASE PUT " " AROUND OTHER RESPONSES 
 

Because you need 
someone to take 
you there  1  (114) 

Because you need 
someone to show 
you how to fish  2   

For company  3   
Don't Know  Y   
Other  0   

Other specify... (115 - 118)  

 
 
 
End of Filter I463C 
 
 
End of Filter I463B 
 
 

IF  (( Q463A3 = Never ) AND   ( Q463A4 = Very Interested  OR    Q463A4 = Fairly Interested  OR    Q463A4 = Not 
very interested ))   
THEN ASK: Q463A6 
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Q463A6 Which of the following would be likely to persuade you to go fishing in the future? (please pick as many as 
apply) 

 
Greater awareness 

of local fishing 
sites  1  (119) 

Greater awareness 
of local fishing 
clubs  2   

A special 
introductory offer 
on the licence fee  3   

Ability to buy a 
licence from more 
places  4   

Information on how 
to fish  5   

Information on what 
equipment is 
needed  6   

Easier use of local 
fishing ponds/ 
lakes etc.  7   

Promotion of the 
fishing season  8   

Higher profile 
generally of fishing 
amongst the public 
 9   

Better facilities for 
anglers at each 
water coarse  0  (120) 

Improved fish stocks  1   
Someone to go with  2   
Ability to borrow/ hire 

tackle  3   
Places to fish AND 

take children  4   
Don't Know  Y  (119) 
None of these  X   

 
 
 

IF   Q463A6 = Someone to go with    
THEN ASK: Q463A6A 
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Q463A6A Which of these statements best describes why you would like someone to go with? 
   
  PLEASE PUT " " AROUND OTHER RESPONSES 
 

Because you need 
someone to take 
you there  1  (121) 

Because you need 
someone to show 
you how to fish  2   

For company  3   
Don't Know  Y   
Other  0   

Other specify... (122 - 125)  

 
 
 
End of Filter I463F 
 
 
End of Filter I463E 
 
 
End of Filter I463A 
 
 

IF  (( Q463A3 = Never  OR    Q463A3 = 1-2 times  OR    Q463A3 = 3 or more times ) AND   ( Q463A4 = Very 
Interested  OR    Q463A4 = Fairly Interested  OR    Q463A4 = Not very interested ))   
THEN ASK: Q463A10 
 
 
 

Q463A10 Are you aware of any event or scheme in your area where you could learn to fish? 
   
 

Yes  1  (126) 
No  2   
Don't Know  Y   

 
 
 
End of Filter I463G 
 
 

I would like you to consider a number of statements about angling and tell me how much you agree or 
disagree with each. 
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Q7SS How much do you agree or disagree that '...'? 
 

Agree Strongly  1  (127) 
Agree Slightly  2   
Neither Agree nor 

disagree  3   
Disagree Slightly  4   
Disagree Strongly  5   
Don't Know  Y   

  
This question is repeated for the following loop values: 

  
- Angling is an acceptable pastime  
- Angling activity suggests that the water quality of the river or lake is good  
- Anglers care for the environment  
- Angling fits in well with other activities such as boating and walking or cycling along the river bank  
- Angling is a cruel pastime  
  
A total of 5 iterations occupying columns (127) to (131)  
 
 
 

Q463A8 Have you been sea angling in the last 2 years? 
 

Yes  1  (132) 
No  2   
Don't Know  Y   

 
 
 

IF   Q463A8 = Yes    
THEN ASK: Q463A9 
 
 
 

Q463A9 And have you been sea angling in the last year? 
 

Yes  1  (133) 
No  2   
Don't Know  Y   

 
 
 
End of Filter I463D 
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Fishing Survey Youth 2010 - FINAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
H463ya - JN: Fieldwork  - 11 Jan 2010 

Quanquest v2.1 - QAL v2.2bmrb13 - CAPI 
 

 

H463ya  
 

INTERVIEWER PLEASE SHOW SCREEN UNTIL OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED 
 
 

Q463A1YHave you been freshwater fishing in the last 2 years, by freshwater fishing I mean fishing inland and not in 
the sea. 

 
Yes  1  (108) 
No  2   
Don't Know  Y  

 

IF   Q463A1Y = Yes    
THEN ASK: Q463A2Y 
ELSE ASK: Q463A3Y, Q463A4Y 
 

Q463A2Y And have you been freshwater fishing in the last year? 
 

Yes  1  (109) 
No  2   
Don't Know  Y   

 
 
 

Q463A3Y How many times have you been freshwater fishing in the last 10 years? 
 

Never  1  (110) 
1-2 times  2   
3 or more times  3   
Don't Know  Y   

 
 
 

Q463A4Y How interested would you be in going freshwater fishing in the future? 
 

Very Interested  1  (111) 
Fairly Interested  2   
Not very interested  3   
Not at all interested  4   
Don't Know  Y   

 
 
 

IF  (( Q463A3Y = 1-2 times  OR    Q463A3Y = 3 or more times ) AND   ( Q463A4Y = Very Interested  OR    
Q463A4Y = Fairly Interested  OR    Q463A4Y = Not very interested ))   
THEN ASK: Q463A5Y 
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Q463A5Y And which of these factors would encourage you to go fishing again? (please pick as many as apply) 
 

Knowing places to 
fish that are close 
to home  1  (112) 

Knowing about 
fishing clubs that 
are near to home  2   

Paying less money 
for the fishing 
licence  3   

Being able to buy a 
licence from more 
places  4   

More information on 
how to fish  5   

More fish in the 
rivers or lakes  6   

Knowing when the 
fishing season 
starts and finishes  7   

Having things like 
toilets and snack 
bars at the places 
you go fishing  8   

If more people were 
involved in fishing 
and knew more 
about it  9   

If it was easier to use 
fishing ponds or 
lakes near to home 
 0  (113) 

Being able to borrow 
or hire fishing 
tackle  1   

Having someone to 
go with  2   

Places to fish AND 
take children  3   

Other  4   
Don't Know  Y  (112) 
Nothing  X   

 
 
 

IF   Q463A5Y = Having someone to go with    
THEN ASK: Q463Y5A 
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Q463Y5A Which of these statements best describes why you would like someone to go with? 
   
  PLEASE PUT " " AROUND OTHER RESPONSES 
 

Because you need 
someone to take 
you there  1  (114) 

Because you need 
someone to show 
you how to fish  2   

For company  3   
Don't Know  Y   
Other  0   

Other specify... (115 - 118)  

 
 
 
End of Filter I463CY 
 
 
End of Filter I463BY 
 
 

IF  (( Q463A3Y = Never ) AND   ( Q463A4Y = Very Interested  OR    Q463A4Y = Fairly Interested  OR    Q463A4Y 
= Not very interested ))   
THEN ASK: Q463A6Y 
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Q463A6Y Which of the following would be likely to persuade you to go fishing in the future? (please pick as 
many as apply) 

 
Knowing places to 

fish that are close 
to home  1  (119) 

Knowing about 
fishing clubs that 
are near to home  2   

Paying less money 
for the fishing 
licence  3   

Being able to buy a 
licence from more 
places  4   

Information on how 
to fish  5   

Information on what 
equipment is 
needed to go 
fishing  6   

If it was easier to use 
fishing ponds or 
lakes near to home 
 7   

Knowing when the 
fishing season 
starts and finishes  8   

If more people were 
involved in fishing 
and knew more 
about it  9   

Having things like 
toilets and snack 
bars at the places 
you go fishing  0  (120) 

More fish in the 
rivers or lakes  1   

Having someone to 
go with  2   

Being able to borrow 
or hire fishing 
tackle  3   

Places to fish AND 
take children  4   

Don't Know  Y  (119) 
None of these  X   

 
 
 

IF   Q463A6Y = Having someone to go with    
THEN ASK: Q463Y6A 
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Q463Y6A Which of these statements best describes why you would like someone to go with? 
   
  PLEASE PUT " " AROUND OTHER RESPONSES 
 

Because you need 
someone to take 
you there  1  (121) 

Because you need 
someone to show 
you how to fish  2   

For company  3   
Don't Know  Y   
Other  0   

Other specify... (122 - 125)  

 
 
 
End of Filter I463FY 
 
 
End of Filter I463EY 
 
 
End of Filter I463AY 
 
 

IF  (( Q463A3Y = Never  OR    Q463A3Y = 1-2 times  OR    Q463A3Y = 3 or more times ) AND   ( Q463A4Y = Very 
Interested  OR    Q463A4Y = Fairly Interested  OR    Q463A4Y = Not very interested ))   
THEN ASK: Q463Y10 
 
 
 

Q463Y10 Are you aware of any event or scheme in your area where you could learn to fish? 
 

Yes  1  (126) 
No  2   
Don't Know  Y   

 
 
 
End of Filter I463GY 
 
 

I would like you to listen to some sentences about angling, by angling I mean fishing with a rod and line, and I 
would like you to tell me how much you agree or disagree with each of them. 
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Q7SY How much do you agree or disagree that '...'? 
 

Agree a lot  1  (127) 
Agree a little  2   
Neither Agree nor 

disagree  3   
Disagree a little  4   
Disagree a lot  5   
Don't Know  Y   

  
This question is repeated for the following loop values: 

  
- Angling is an ok thing to do  
- If you see someone angling you would think that the water in the river or lake is clean  
- Anglers care for the environment  
- Angling goes well with things like boating and walking or cycling along the river bank  
- Angling is cruel  
  
A total of 5 iterations occupying columns (127) to (131)  
 
 
 

Q468Y Have you been sea angling in the last 2 years? 
 

Yes  1  (132) 
No  2   
Don't Know  Y   

 
 
 

IF   Q468Y = Yes    
THEN ASK: Q463A9Y 
 
 
 

Q463A9Y And have you been sea angling in the last year? 
 

Yes  1  (133) 
No  2   
Don't Know  Y   

 
 
 
End of Filter I463DY 
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Glossary 
 
Current angler Someone who says they have been fishing in the last two years 

Lapsed angler  Someone who says they have been fishing in the past ten years but not in the 

last two 

Potential angler  Someone who says they have not been fishing in t he last two years but are very 

or fairly interested in going fishing at some time in the future 

Potential new angler Someone who says they have never been fishing (in the last ten years) but are 

very or fairly interested in going fishing at some time in the future 

Recent angler  Someone who says they have been fishing in the last year 

Social Grade Chief income earner’s occupation 

 A  Upper Middle: Higher managerial, administrative or professional 
 

B  Middle:   Intermediate managerial, administrative or professional 
  
 C1  Lower Middle:  Supervisory or clerical and junior managerial, administrative or  
          professional 
 
 C2  Skilled working: Skilled manual workers 
 
 D  Working: Semi and unskilled manual workers 
 
 E  Subsistence: Casual or lowest grade workers, pensioners and others who  

         depend on the welfare state for their income 

 

Youth    Person aged from 12 to 16 years inclusive
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Would you like to find out more about us,  
or about your environment?  
 
Then call us on  
08708 506 506* (Mon-Fri 8-6)  
 
email  
enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk  
 
or visit our website  
www.environment-agency.gov.uk 
 
incident hotline 0800 80 70 60 (24hrs) 
floodline 0845 988 1188 
 
 
 
* Approximate calls costs: 8p plus 6p per minute (standard landline).  
Please note charges will vary across telephone providers 

 
 
 
          Environment first: This publication is printed on paper made from 
          100 per cent previously used waste. By-products from making the 
pulp and paper are used for composting and fertiliser, for making cement 
and for generating energy. 
 
 
 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/�
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